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nition showed that seven hundred cannon balls had been fired at the ships, and so completely was the Hermes shot to pieces that Captain Percy had great difficulty in transferring his wounded to the Sophie, which was so crippled that she barely limped away and got out of the reach of the guns in the fort.
The significance of the great victory at Mobile may not be readily perceived. Its place in history can only be appreciated by its environments. It was the first battle ever fought by the British in what is known as the great Southwest. A few troops from the Southwest fought at King's Mountain, but the battle was east of the mountain. In the second place, it was the first victory gained by a land force over the British, though the war had been raging for more than two years. In the third place, fought on the I5th of September, the news reached Europe in time to have its effect in the making of the treaty at Ghent. The entire loss of the Creek Nation as an ally, caused by a backwoods-general whose genus homo had hardly been discovered, but who turned out to be, when he came to the water, a sort of amphibious fighter, waked up the other side to what was going on in the South, namely, a real struggle for freedom under a great leader, for, indeed, it was Jackson who made the treaty of Ghent with reasonable terms possible.
But lastly and mainly, it was the opening gun of the short, decisive struggle between Great Britain on one side and a section of the United States, the Southwest, in which was developed the most marvelous heroism in defense of liberty at home when invaded by hostile foes that had been seen. Of course I do not have reference alone to the fighting quality exhibited by the men of the Southwest, but, as well, a prompt readiness to make any sacrifice and meet the enemy with alacrity and cheerfulness, though to the intelligent man who weighs all the facts the fatal end was almost as visible as was the end to theock of aiwnu-e justice of his cause and the patriotism of his country. Confident that any future attempt to invade our soil will be repelled as the last, he calls not upon either pirates or robbers to join him in the glorious cause.nclined to listen to slander than I am; nor consider me any more as a diplo-this excursion. Unless I am greatly mistaken,e in the blood of our citizens? What! retrograde under such cir-fmy in whose bravery he had the utmost confi-
